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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 



THE EZRA-APOCALYPSE 1 

Jewish apocalyptic literature is of itself a fascinating study. From 
the literary standpoint its features are of genuine interest to the one who 
reads its pages, while the clear light which it throws on many obscure 
places in Jewish story has invited the notice of the student. These, 
however, are not the features which have brought this literature to the 
place of importance which it occupies today. It has of recent years 
become a matter of more certain knowledge that no adequate interpre- 
tation of the major portion of the New Testament can be attempted with 
any likelihood of success apart from a consideration of the ideas and 
influence of this phase of Jewish thought. So the attention of scholars 
has been compelled, and once compelled has been held. 

Among the very excellent work which has been done upon the docu- 
ments which record this type of thought that of British scholars has 
taken high place. Much careful and laborious toil must have been 
given by these men to render possible the production of the two massive 
volumes on The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament which 
have recently appeared under the editorship of Canon R. H. Charles. 

The book under review is a contribution of English scholarship to 
our knowledge of this field. It deals with chaps. 3-14 of the work now 
generally known as Fourth Esdras. It was an important task to set 
before English readers a treatment of this work which could take its 
place beside that on The Apocalypse of Baruch by Mr. Charles, for these 
two apocalypses represent Jewish thought on these matters at or soon 
after the time of the writing of some of the most important books of the 
New Testament. Mr. Box has supplied a rather pressing need. 

The attempt is a thoroughgoing one and is marked throughout by 
careful scholarship. The somewhat confused nomenclature of the 
various documents bearing the name of Ezra or Esdras receives clear and 
succinct treatment. A discussion of the various versions in which the 
Apocalypse is extant follows. These have been made, with the possible 
exception of the Armenian, from a Greek version which is lost. It is 
highly probable that the original was composed in Hebrew. 

1 The Ezra-Apocalypse. By Rev G. H. Box. London: Isaac Pitman & Sons, 
1912. lxxvii+387 pages. 10j.6d.net. 
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An interesting part of the author's treatment is that which deals with 
the sources of the Apocalypse. With due deference to work which has 
been done by others on this problem, yet in a thoroughly independent 
and critical spirit, Mr. Box re-examines the data and finds the following 
sources used wholly or in part: (1) a Salathiel Apocalypse, (2) an Ezra 
Apocalypse, (3) the Eagle Vision, (4) a Son of Man Vision, (5) an Ezra 
piece appearing in the fourteenth chapter. The person (R) who com- 
piled the present chapters 3-14 fitted these different elements together 
and added portions of his own, so that he is a sixth source. It is in con- 
nection with R that one wonders if Mr. Box is not attempting too rigid 
a scheme with his sources. Either R is most catholic and elastic in his 
eschatological beliefs or he is sadly lacking in ordinary consistency of 
thought. It is, of course, quite possible that he is either or both. The 
author evidently feels the need of a word on this point, for he writes: 
"Such is the scheme of the national eschatology as it was combined in 
the mind of R. How essentially incompatible the diverse elements of 
which it is composed really are needs no further demonstration. But 
R was not a profound thinker, like S, and there is no necessity to try to 
force his system up to a standard of logical consistency which he neither 
thought necessary nor strove to attain" (p. lv). We recognize the need 
of care lest we judge such a one as R by modern standards, and one need 
not insist on any high degree of consistency, but here more than elsewhere 
Mr. Box relies on the subjective. This may have been necessary, and in 
any case the work of the author in this matter of redaction is attractive. 

A rather detailed discussion of the eschatology and theology of the 
book and its sources has been presented by the author. This is assuredly 
the most important phase of the work for us and it is a pleasure to note 
the thoroughness and fairness with which Mr. Box has prosecuted his 
task. The gamut of the types of Jewish eschatology seems almost to 
be run in these sources — from the predominantly political to the other- 
wordly and transcendental. The striking similarity of idea between 
this apocalypse and Paul in more than one case is pointed out, while 
its relationship to the New Testament in general and its affinities with 
other apocalyptic literature receive consideration. Of real interest is 
that part of the treatment which discusses the relation of the ideas of the 
book to those of rabbinic Judaism. Mr. Box is well qualified to deal 
with this aspect of the problem, and his readers will be grateful that 
throughout the book he has presented it to them. 

Dr. Sanday writes a prefatory note which merits some consider- 
ation. It is written in a spirit so mellow as almost to disarm criticism. 
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He dissents from the author's dissection of the book and prefers to regard 
it as proceeding from one writer. The reviewer is not able to agree with 
this, and is of the opinion that Mr. Box and the others who hold similar 
views have given us the only clue by which to thread the confusing 
labyrinth of ideas which meets us in the book. The theory of sources 
seems to be argued convincingly. The most vulnerable point which 
Dr. Sanday attacks is that of date. The author makes the date of the 
Salathiel Apocalypse ioo a.d. and that of the final compilation 120 a.d. 
Professor Sanday's comment is: "These two dates really coalesce; 
there is no clear indication that would fit the one and not also fit the 
other." Twenty years does seem a short time, but apocalyptic thought 
was very sensitive to circumstances and responded rapidly. 

The style and arrangement of the book are to be commended, and 
the inclusion of the Latin text in the same volume with introduction, 
translation, and commentary is a convenience. 

The author is well acquainted with the work that has previously 
been done on Fourth Esdras and recognizes its value. He maintains 
an attitude of independent investigation and does not hesitate to criticize 
his forerunners nor to advance a different opinion. Perhaps it is too 
much to expect that he will carry his readers with him in every detail, 
but the work is a worthy one and will take its place beside the fine vol- 
umes with which Mr. Charles has enriched us from time to time. Mr. 
Box has removed a negligence with regard to this apocalypse which 
could not have endured much longer without reproach. 

Ernest W. Parsons 
Pacific Theological Seminary 



BISHOP WORDSWORTH'S EDITION OF THE VULGATE: 
ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS' 

It is thirty-five years since the late Bishop of Salisbury planned out 
bis great work on the Vulgate. In the original prospectus Dr. Words- 
worth said: "The first and main object of this edition is naturally to 
restore the text of St. Jerome's version as far as possible and to give 
students the means of controlling the editor's judgment by an exhibition 
of the variations of the best MSS." At first the editors were content 

1 Nouum testamentum Domini nostri Iesu Christi latine, secundum editionem sancti 
Hieronymi, ad codicum MSSfidem recensuit + Iohannes Wordsworth, S. T. P., Epis- 
copus Sarisburiensis, in operis societatem adsumplo H. I. White, A.M. S. T. P. Partis 
secundae fasciculus primus, Epistula ad Romanos. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913. 
10s. 6d.net. 



